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THE DIVESTMENT DEBATE:
Why won’t UM take its money
out of fossil fuel investments?
Montana Kaimin
Friday, October 10, 2014OPINION2
CORRECTION:
In an article titled “Students entitled to $15 million settlement” published Oct. 8, 2014, the 
Montana Kaimin wrote, “a motion to finalize the settlement was approved on Monday.” 
  
The “motion” was a Motion for Final Approval and was filed on Monday, Oct. 6, not ap-
proved as the statement reads.The Court will decide if the settlement should be approved in 
a Final Fairness Hearing on Nov. 24, 2014.
The Montana Kaimin, in 
its 116th year, is published 
by the students of the 
University of Montana, Missoula. 
The UM School of Journalism 
uses the Montana Kaimin 
for practice courses but 
assumes no control over 
policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is 
printed on campus by 
Printing and Graphics. 
Send letters to the editor to 
editor@montanakaimin.com. 
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RULES TO LIVE (WITH)
Rule No. 7: Leaving? Tell me about it.
By Madelyn Beck
Always tell your roommates if you’re going anywhere 
sketchy or leaving for an extended period of time. This includes 
hiking, so if you get lost in the woods people can find you, or 
at least know you’re missing. This also includes spending the 
night with someone.
This I learned the hard way. It was because of dancing — 
with a cute boy.
At the time I was living in the basement room at my sister’s 
house in Belgrade. She and her boyfriend lived upstairs, while 
I dwelled below with her three cats.
One night, a friend asked me to be her wing-woman at a 
swing dance place called the S.O.B Barn in Bozeman. I was al-
ready in my PJs, but she begged.
After a long day of work at the brass-sorting shop, I reluc-
tantly got off the couch and drove back to Bozeman. It wasn’t 
long before he asked me to dance.
As we were leaving, we exchanged phone numbers and just 
before I got into my car, he walked back over, saying, “I’d regret 
it if I didn’t do this,” and kissed me.
A few weeks later, I saw him there again. We danced again 
and in the early hours of the morning, ate pie at Perkins. He 
asked me if I wanted to spend a weekend with him in Butte 
(where he was living). I couldn’t stop smiling.
I didn’t tell my sister I would be gone for the weekend; I just 
casually mentioned it to her boyfriend. This, I later found, he 
promptly forgot.
My weekend date drove, so I left my car at my sister’s house. 
Then I just left for Butte, for what was to be a fabulous week-
end of hiking, watching Quentin Tarantino, and playing Fris-
bee golf. All the while, my phone was dead and I had forgotten 
my charger.
Upon my return home that Sunday evening, I plugged in 
my phone to see the backlog. I had about 50 text and voicemail 
messages ranging from, “Call when you get this,” to “If you do 
not text me in the next two hours, I’m calling the police.”
Apparently, my sister started worrying and told my mother. 
My mother is the lord of all things worry.
By the time I called mom, she had figured out several ways 
in which I could have died and was quite ready to file a miss-
ing persons report. The only thing stopping her was my lev-
el-headed father.
I called her immediately to quell the storm. She had been 
crying, and I heard it in her voice. It was awful.
Yes, this was a dramatic response to me, an adult, being gone 
for a day and a half, but I still felt bad. Had I just told my sister 
where I was going, this never would have happened.
She blames me for her white hair. I guess, at least in this in-
stance, I kind of deserve it. 
madelyn.beck@umontana.edu
@madelynbeckh
BIG BACKH A N D SUPS 
Big Ups to midterms for giv-
ing us an excuse to half-ass ev-
erything else this week.
Backhands to Kim Jong-Un 
for disappearing for a month. 
Your authoritarian regime 
won’t run itself. 
Big Ups to NAVY SEAL 
Ryan Zinke for his NAVY 
SEAL-worthy debate perfor-
mance. Your service as a NAVY 
SEAL is worthy of NAVY 
SEAL-level respect, but don’t 
use it as a crutch.  
Backhands to Red Bull for 
not actually giving you wings. 
Big ups to Obama for send-
ing U.S. troops to combat Ebo-
la.  Let’s get more Americans 
sick so we can find a cure.  
Backhands to the Supreme 
Court for overturning Voter ID 
laws. How else are old white 
men going to win elections?
James Alan Rolph/Montana Kaimin
Cover photo: Justin Reichert/Montana Kaimin
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The student government’s 
distaste for certain components 
of AlcoholEDU have not gone 
unnoticed at the state level, but 
changes won’t come soon.
ASUM passed a resolu-
tion in late September asking 
the commissioner’s office to 
“re-evaluate” certain parts of 
the program, most notably the 
requirement that all students 
under 21 take AlcoholEDU. 
The measure argued targeting 
underage students was age dis-
crimination.
Commissioner of Higher Ed-
ucation Clay Christian visited 
the University of Montana on 
Thursday, where he met with 
AlcoholEDU here to stay, though change may happen
 CAMPUS
Michael Wright
Montana Kaimin
leaders from the ASUM. 
Christian said the program 
wouldn’t be eliminated because 
the information is important 
for students. But, he added, the 
group raised an important issue 
regarding who was taking the 
program, because alcohol mis-
use “is not a 0 to 21 problem.”
If it changes, the program 
would be geared toward incom-
ing students like freshmen and 
transfers regardless of age, he 
said.
Christian said the program 
isn’t set in stone. 
“I don’t for a minute think 
they have this all figured out,” 
he said. “It’s got its cumbersome 
pieces.”
Senators told the commis-
sioner they thought the pro-
gram was too long and asked 
personal questions some might 
be uncomfortable answering.
“No data that ever comes out 
of it is uniquely identified to stu-
dents, ” he said.
There was also talk of com-
bining some of the programs 
with overlapping material with 
AlcoholEDU, like PETSA.
ASUM Sen. Mary O’Malley 
said she supported that idea.
“I think streamlining is what 
needs to happen,” she said.
No specific decisions were 
made.
ASUM Sen. Betsy Story, who 
wrote the resolution sent to 
Christian, was happy to hear he 
was willing to rethink the age 
portion.
“We thought it was a little bit 
ridiculous that only people un-
der 21 had to take this,” she said.
All students in the Montana 
University System are mandat-
ed to take AlcoholEDU.
A company called EverFi 
produced the program. It also 
produces programs that aim to 
educate students on things like 
financial literacy and sexual as-
sault. Some colleges in Montana 
have implemented EverFi’s oth-
er products, but not UM.
Christian said it was import-
ant all schools in the state use the 
same programs to educate stu-
dents on the dangers they could 
face in college, adding EverFi’s 
programs have been successful 
at other Montana schools.
michael.wright@umontana.edu
@mj_wright1
dation also declined to meet with 
the student-led campaign, but 
students have pushed the conver-
sation through other avenues on 
campus. 
While even the supporters of 
divestment say the movement 
wouldn’t financially impact the 
fossil fuel industry, they argue re-
investing the money in local and 
sustainable businesses would 
bring UM financial gains.  Uni-
versity officials say this symbolic 
movement against coal and oil is 
not worth the political damage it 
would cause, jeopardizing Uni-
versity relationships with donors 
and other supporters with ties to 
these industries. 
THE PRECEDENT  
Reinvest Montana is one of 
more than 400 student campaigns 
seeking divestment, a movement 
that has gained nationwide mo-
mentum and is at the forefront 
of institutional action around cli-
mate change.
The campaign’s message of 
cutting financial ties with a spe-
cific industry was borrowed 
from a civil rights movement that 
swept across the country’s college 
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campuses half a century ago in 
response to racial segregation on 
another continent. 
In the ‘60s, countries around 
the world took notice of injus-
tices in South Africa that began 
decades earlier, when strong poli-
cies of racial segregation were en-
forced under the apartheid. 
As the severity of the situation 
in South Africa grew, so did the 
battle against it.
Students began protesting 
for Universities to divest their 
stocks from companies with ties 
to South Africa, but it wasn’t until 
the ‘80s that divestment gained 
widespread support. By the mid 
’80s, 155 colleges and 
universities had di-
vested their stocks 
from all companies 
that did business in 
South Africa. 
In 1986, the pres-
sure of the divest-
ment campaigns, 
along with wide-
spread citizen oppo-
sition to apartheid, 
forced congress to 
approved the Com-
prehensive An-
ti-Apartheid Act, 
which imposed U.S 
economic sanctions 
against South Africa.
President Reagan 
vetoed the act, but lawmakers 
overrode his veto, and the U.S. 
joined other western countries 
who had made their opposition 
to apartheid clear.  
After decades of segregation, 
discrimination and turmoil, the 
majority of whites in South Afri-
ca voted to end apartheid in 1992. 
President Barack Obama, who 
has expressed support of the cur-
rent divestment movement, be-
came involved in the anti-apart-
heid movement in 1980. As a 
freshman at Occidental College, 
this was his first experience 
of political activism, he said 
during a June press confer-
ence.  
“Invest. Divest. Remind 
folks there’s no contra-
diction between a sound 
environment and strong 
economic growth,” Obama 
said as he spoke to George-
town University this sum-
mer, one of many schools 
where students are consid-
ering divestment.
THE MODERN MOVEMENT 
The fossil fuel divest-
ment movement, which 
started in 2011, adopted the 
same idea of pulling invest-
ments from what they con-
sider unsound businesses, 
and applied it to the issue of 
climate change.
Today’s movement 
Almost a year of discus-sion, research, outreach and talks with adminis-
tration led up to Sept. 16. 
The clock tower rang at noon, 
but the noise didn’t stop. 
The University of Montana 
Oval flooded with more than 100 
protesters who held signs high 
in the air, scrawled with words 
like “Clean Energy” and “Divest 
from fossil fuels.” Some posters 
were stenciled with President 
Royce Engstrom’s face above 
block letters reading “Reinvest.”
Students, faculty and activists 
of Montana were rallying around 
a cause called divestment, which 
urges the UM Foundation to sev-
er their financial ties to fossil fuel 
companies. 
The UM Foundation is an 
independent nonprofit organi-
zation that provides financial 
support for the University. The 
Foundation manages all dona-
tions given to the University 
through UM’s endowment.
The University’s student-led 
campaign, Reinvest Montana, 
is going beyond the nationwide 
campaign’s message of divest-
ment by asking UM to transfer a 
large amount of the money 
into local sustainable busi-
nesses. 
At the end of the hour, 
the chanting of “Reinvest!” 
grew louder as dozens of 
students marched into Main 
Hall to deliver President 
Engstrom a letter with more 
than 100 signatures.
It read, “I support invest-
ing in Montana. Divest UM 
from fossil fuels and rein-
vest locally.”
The ralliers were met by 
Engstrom’s secretary. He 
was out of town on business.
Engstrom later voiced 
that he doesn’t think divest-
ment and reinvestment is 
the right move for Montana 
at this point. The UM Foun-
Who has
DIVESTED?
Colleges
Cities
Religious institutions
Foundations
Other institutions
13
29
45
39
7
Freeze any further investments in 
fossil fuel companies immediately 
What is
REINVEST MT
asking of the UM Foundation?
1
2
Commit to reinvestment of at 
least 5% of the endowment in 
environmentally and socially 
responsible enterprises 
3
Commit to divesting all of 
its current holdings from 
fossil fuel companies over 
the next five years 
WHY WON’T UM TAKE its 
MONEY OUT OF FOSSIL FUEL 
INVESTMENTS? by brea gaudioso
DEBATE
seems to have gained momen-
tum much quicker than the An-
ti-Apartheid campaign, which 
took 30 years to result in national 
legislation. 
In the last three years, 14 col-
leges have chosen to divest from 
fossil fuels, and more than 400 
campuses have active campaigns. 
The UM campaign is asking 
the UM Foundation to divest 8-12 
percent of its endowment invest-
ed in the fossil fuel industry, ar-
guing that it’s both the financially 
and morally right decision.
Mariah McIntosh, a UM biolo-
gy major and campaign member, 
said divesting is a symbolic way 
for univer-
sities to say 
things need 
to change, and 
that they don’t 
support mak-
ing money off 
industries that 
harm the en-
vironment. 
“I think 
that climate 
change is 
probably the 
most signifi-
cant problem 
of our gener-
ation,” McIn-
tosh said. “It is 
really going to 
be up to the people of our gener-
ation to decide on how things go 
for the future.”
The UM Foundation has 
roughly $150 million in invest-
ments, but only two-thirds of 
these are traded publicly, and 
therefore visible to the public. 
Eight percent of the publicly ac-
cessible investments are tied to 
fossil fuel industries like coal and 
oil. 
Reinvest Montana is asking the 
UM Foundation to divest these 
stocks and then transfer at least 
5 percent into sustainable indus-
tries. This includes renewable 
energy and infrastructure, the en-
ergy efficiency sector, businesses 
geared toward climate adaptation 
and supporting Montana’s local 
economy.
Many college divestment cam-
paigns have proposed reinvest-
ment strategies specific to their 
university's goals.  
Along with campuses, re-
ligious institutions and other 
foundations have also pledged to 
divest. The movement has gen-
erated more than $50 billion in 
pledged divestments, including 
divestments totaling around  $60 
million from The Rockefeller 
Brothers Fund. 
 The Rockefeller family, who 
made one of the world's largest 
fortunes in the oil business during 
the late 19th and early 20th centu-
ries, made the announcement last 
month a day after the People’s 
Climate March, which brought 
400,000 people to New York.
The fund’s director, Stephen 
Heintz, said in a press release 
that the move would be just what 
John D. Rockefeller, the late oil ty-
coon, would have wanted. 
"We are quite convinced that if 
he were alive today, as an astute 
businessman looking out to the 
future, he would be moving out 
of fossil fuels and investing in 
clean, renewable energy,"  Heintz 
said.
People from many different 
religions, backgrounds and coun-
tries have become involved in the 
campaign. 
Steve Schwarze, chair of com-
munications at UM, said the 
campaign ignites an important 
discussion about the moral and 
environmental consequences 
that come from where we invest 
our money.  
“It forces people into taking a 
position or at least participating 
in a talk about what do we do 
with our money and what are the 
ethical and moral and ecological 
implications of that.”
Schwarze, who studies rheto-
ric and public discourse, teaches 
classes at UM focused on envi-
ronmental communication. He is 
working on a research project on 
public controversies surrounding 
coal.
“Universities are places where 
people can think differently 
about what it is that we are doing, 
and do research and do analysis 
that suggests maybe there are 
better ways of doing things,” he 
said. 
Unity College in Maine be-
came the first school in the coun-
try to commit to divestment in 
November of 2012.  Since then 
Unity has reported  they’ve re-
ceived an increase in donations 
because of their decision.
At Harvard, the richest school 
in the nation, 72 percent of the 
student body voted in favor of 
divestment, but the President did 
not agree.
“The endowment is a resource, 
not an instrument to impel social 
or political change,” Harvard’s 
President Drew Faust said in a 
letter to the university.
And the students aren’t the 
ones controlling the bank ac-
count. 
WHERE UM STANDS 
Engstrom and the UM Foun-
dation has also voiced its oppo-
sition to the movement, saying 
it is not willing to sacrifice the 
schools financial stability to take 
a symbolic stride towards sus-
tainability. 
The Foundation is indepen-
dent from the University, and 
although it strongly considers 
suggestions from Engstrom, it’s 
ultimately the one making deci-
sions. 
“Certainly, they are interested 
in working with the University on 
all kinds of matters,” Engstrom 
said. “So, there will no doubt be 
an ongoing conversation about 
this topic, but they don't take their 
marching orders from me or any 
other university officer in terms 
of how they handle their invest-
ments.” 
The Foundation’s job is to do 
what’s best for the University in 
financial terms, and that’s why 
some students believe the divest-
large donations and  
other major gifts
ment campaign is misguided. 
UM sophomore Connor Shef-
field said he supports Engstrom’s 
decision and attended the rally in 
opposition of divestment. 
He held his lime-green sign 
high, which read, “support free 
energy markets.”
“Divestment — it’s a silly idea. 
Because when they make that 
investment portfolio, they craft 
it around what that they think 
is going to give the best return 
on their investment, which is the 
logical, intelligent thing to base it 
on,” he said.
Reinvest Montana argues rein-
vestment is the right thing to do, 
not only from a social and eco-
logical perspective, but also from 
a business standpoint. “People. 
Planet. Profit.,” they call it, saying 
that reinvesting in 
sustainable and 
local businesses 
could provide 
the Univeristy 
more mon-
ey than their 
current invest-
ments. 
The group 
believes fos-
sil fuels are no 
longer a good 
i n v e s t m e n t . 
They argue fu-
ture climate 
change policies, 
such as restric-
tions on using 
non-renewable 
resources, will 
likely have an 
impact on the 
value of fossil 
fuel invest-
ments. 
Last year, the 
Associated Press and the S&P 
Capital IQ research firm looked 
into the busines-side of divest-
ment to see if it would in fact 
harm university investment port-
folios.  
The stock analysts concluded 
that if a University with an en-
dowment of $1 billion had divest-
ed from fossil fuels ten years ago, 
they would have made $120 mil-
lion more, compared to a univer-
sity that kept their investments in 
fossil fuels. 
Reinvest Montana worked 
with a capital markets expert to 
conduct a similar study looking 
at UM’s investments. 
It compared UM’s portfolio 
with a fossil-free portfolio, and 
a ten year analysis revealed that 
UM was making less than the 
fossil-free portfolio and taking 
higher risks to 
do so.  
While cam-
paign mem-
bers argue 
d ive s t m e nt 
wouldn't neg-
atively impact 
UM's port-
folio, Eng-
strom and the 
f o u n d at io n 
say divest-
ment would 
be financially 
harmful to 
UM.
THE 
UNDERLYING 
TIES 
Engstrom 
said he’s wor-
ried divest-
ment would 
alienate many 
who are sup-
portive of UM, 
ranging from citizens to policy 
makers. However, neither Eng-
strom nor the Foundation named 
specific donors. 
“Montana is a state that is rich 
in energy resources and many 
people, both who are associated 
with the University or not, de-
pend on those energy sources for 
their livelihood,” he said, and the 
Foundation agrees.
CEO of the UM Foundation, 
Shane Giese, said the industry 
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WHAT IS 
DIVESTMENT?
74.2%
17.7%
8.1%
SHOULD UM DIVEST 
FROM FOSSIL FUELS?
The Montana 
Kaimin ran a 
poll asking 
student — 124 
responded.
UM’s endowment
of that, an 
estimated 
is invested in 
fossil fuels
$150 million
 invested
The money UM 
Foundation manages
The returns from these 
investments, along with 
tuition and grants, go to-
ward UM’s operating costs
8-12%
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
provides UM financial support in 
many ways, ranging from direct 
donations to employment the in-
dustry provides to UM graduates 
and other Montanans.
“For us to say we think their 
business is wrong, and to us it is 
not an important part of the econ-
omy, to me is not a good idea,” 
Giese said. “It will definitely hurt 
our ability to raise the money we 
would like to be able to raise.”
Giese said that he hasn’t 
looked into studies that show al-
ternative investments are more 
fruitful, and said studies like this 
can be misleading.
He said the Foundation bases 
its portfolio on what it thinks are 
the most steady and economical-
ly valuable investments.
The UM Foundation accounts 
for and manages about $150 mil-
lion in donations through an en-
dowment. UM also gets a large 
grant from the state and a portion 
of that money comes from the 
same industries Reinvest Mon-
tana is asking the Foundation to 
divest from. 
Schwarze said because of the 
multiple ways UM is tied to the 
industry, they don't want to be 
seen as taking sides, and that’s 
where the politics of the debate 
get complicated.  
“It’s going to be seen as the 
University and Missoula sticking 
their thumb in the eye of East-
ern Montana and the natural re-
source industry,” Schwarze said. 
In 2013, Montana's coal in-
dustry employed 1,224 people 
with a payroll of $115.2 million, 
according to the Montana Coal 
Council. Montana ranks ninth in 
the country per capita in energy 
consumption and has one-third 
of all U.S. coal reserves, valued at 
$1.5 trillion.
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But Schwarze said investments 
are always political.
“When you invest your money 
you are making choices, and that’s 
the discussion that I think the di-
vestment movement wants people 
to have,” he said.
Reinvest Montana sparked the 
campus-wide debate, which con-
tinues to grow. A poll conducted by 
the Montana Kaimin showed some 
students are not on board with di-
vestment, and others have no idea 
what it means. 
Senior Mike Hopkins, a member 
of the UM College Republican Club, 
said the campaign is misguided. 
“It’s just hypocritical for some-
one to look to somebody else or to 
look to another organization and 
say, ‘Hey, give up this thing that 
heats your house and puts power 
on that puts fuel in your car, but I'm 
not going to.’”
But Reinvest Montana member, 
Eamon Ormseth said it’s not fair 
to blame someone for working to-
ward change. 
“We didn't choose to be born 
into a carbon based society,” he said. 
Schwarze said the hypocrisy ar-
gument is not valid and shuts down 
debate rather than allowing both 
sides to analyze the situation. 
“It’s a complete way of silencing 
people who are trying to identify a 
problem in their society and advo-
cate an alternative,” he said. “(This 
campaign) is about changing the 
perception and the way we think 
about what the industries are up 
to,” Schwarze said. 
He said by being a university 
geared toward sustainability, the 
decision seems obvious, but Eng-
strom argues that we all depend on 
this industry in important ways no 
one can deny.
Hopkins, who opposes the cam-
paign, said he wants to see the 
day when the U.S. replaces fossil 
fuels with alternative energy. 
“It's just that today is not that 
day, tomorrow is not gonna 
be that day and for at least 
10 years, we are gonna be 
sticking around with 
fossil fuels,” he said. 
Climate activists 
argue there’s no time 
to waste, and only a 
small fraction of coal 
and other fossil fuels 
can be burned before 
the Earth faces cata-
strophic damage. 
Engstrom acknowledged the 
threats of climate change, but said 
divestment and reinvestment don’t 
address sustainability in a concrete 
enough way to have a direct effect 
on climate change.
SUSTAINABLE OR NOT?
Even the University’s most ef-
fective strides toward sustainability 
seem to be coming up short. He rec-
ognizes UM has not come as far he 
and the community would like. 
In 2002, President George Den-
nison announced the University’s 
plan to become carbon neutral by 
2020, a goal that now seems far-
fetched. 
"Everyone today realizes the crit-
ical importance of finding ways to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
to protect an increasingly fragile 
planet," Dennison said when he an-
nounced the plan. 
UM’s Sustainable Campus 
Committee was created to help 
reach this goal of carbon neutrality. 
As of 2012, the University had re-
duced emissions by 2 percent of 
2010 levels because of small-
scale energy efficiency 
projects, but UM’s sustain-
ability coordinator and co-
chair of the Sustainable 
Campus Commit-
tee, Eva Rocke, said 
while they may 
hit their interim 
goal, decreas-
ing emissions 
by 10 percent 
from 2007 
to 2015, UM 
is far from 
r e a c h i n g 
their 2020 car-
bon neutrali-
ty goal. 
The committee's purpose is to 
find and recommend to Engstrom 
actions and plans the University 
community can take to make UM 
a more sustainable campus.
This is why Engstrom said he’s 
asked students of Reinvest Mon-
tana to discuss divestment with 
the committee. Last Friday, during 
the public comment portion of the 
committee's meeting, Reinvest 
Montana presented its case. 
Engstrom  asked the committee 
not to vote on the issue and said 
if they did, he doesn’t know if it 
would sway his opinion to divest. 
Because it’s just that: an opinion. 
The committee has no power to 
initiate divestment, just to recom-
mend it. Only the UM Foundation 
can pull funds from UM’s portfo-
lio. 
Plus, the committee is in no po-
sition to vote, Rocke  said 
“It will be interesting to see if 
we ever get to a point where there 
is real consensus on the issue be-
cause we definitely have some dif-
fering opinions.”
The committee plans to discuss 
a possible vote at the next meeting 
scheduled for the beginning of No-
vember, Rocke said. 
“Part of our challenge is going 
to be to figure out if this is the fight 
we want to pick this year, know-
ing that we have a carbon neutral-
ity goal in 2020,” she said. “Is that 
where we want to spend our ener-
gy? Maybe. That is the conversa-
tion we need to have.”
Not everyone agrees on what 
path to take, but UM’s general con-
sensus is that a large shift towards-
sustainability must come.
“We need to be fighting to sup-
port the world we want to live and 
and one we want future genera-
tions to live in,” McIntosh said.
breanna.gaudioso@umontana.edu
@breagaudioso
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A cyan book rests in its 
author’s hands as he discusses the 
adventures printed on its pages. 
He wears a rumpled t-shirt that 
matches the novel, both branded 
with the title, “How Ice Cream 
Saved Missoula.”
Michael Orford, a computer sci-
ence major at the University, spent 
four years writing the book. His 
art piece is distinguished not just 
in the setting, strictly in Missou-
la, but also in its structure. “How 
Ice Cream Saved Missoula” is a 
choose-your-own-adventure book. 
The reader directs the plot to end 
up at one of the 35 story endings, all 
resolved with the help of ice cream.
“What I am really attached to 
is place. All the places I have been 
to, I really like the place better than 
anything else ... I want people to 
care about the places where they 
live,” Orford said. He explained he 
will always remember places over 
people. He chose to base the book 
in Missoula because he couldn’t 
find another novel that focused 
solely on the city.
“How Ice Cream Saved Mis-
soula” is geared toward children 
around the age of ten. “I always get 
along better with children and el-
derly people than I do with people 
my own age. And I couldn’t write a 
book for elderly people, so it made 
sense that I wrote a book for chil-
dren.”
Orford’s outlook on life is that 
Choose your own adventure
BOOKS
Sydney Gillette
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we should all maintain a young 
spirit. “I think people will see more 
if they have a childlike outlook. I 
think that it makes people more ex-
ploratory and more observant, and 
I think it makes them appreciate 
their surroundings more.”
Orford likes the many small 
quirks that make Missoula differ-
ent. Some, he was even hesitant to 
mention, because he doesn’t want 
them to be fixed. He described a 
compass engraved in a downtown 
sidewalk. “It’s this beautiful com-
pass rose ... and it’s off by an eighth 
of a circle, and an eighth of a circle 
is kind of a lot. You can’t use it for 
finding your way around. If it was 
right I wouldn’t like it as much, but 
I love it because it’s this extrava-
gant thing that someone did a little 
wrong.”
Despite enjoying the things that 
are wrong or different in a city-
scape, as a self-described “math-ob-
sessed guy,” he also likes things 
that make sense. “Puzzles are what 
I like a lot, I like that there’s an an-
swer, which I think makes puzzles 
superior to real life. It’s what I like 
about computer programming, ev-
erything makes sense, and there’s 
an answer. I don’t understand the 
real world all that well, and I don’t 
like the real world all that well.”
Writing an adventure novel was 
like solving a puzzle for Orford. He 
laid out close to 100 index cards on 
the floor to map out the story. “It’s 
like there is a string from this index 
card to choice one and choice two, 
and then choice two to all the plac-
es you can get from there.”
Orford’s words are accompa-
nied by illustrations in the book. 
Bill Irvin, an artist originally from 
Montana, drew the visuals to 
accompany the stories. Irvin de-
scribed his style as exaggerated 
doodles. He chose not to do some-
thing too “artsy” to match the style 
of the novel. “After a while the sto-
ry demanded the illustrations. You 
come out of yourself, and they kind 
of develop themselves as you go 
along,” he said.
Contrary to his thin stature, 
Orford has an insatiable appetite 
for ice cream. “I go to Big Dipper 
a lot. I really like that Missoula 
has an ice cream place, and I go 
there because I want to make sure 
Missoula always has an ice cream 
place,” he said. Orford jokes that 
having a heart attack was his re-
tirement plan when he was 20. “It 
doesn’t seem as funny to me now ... 
because I am over 40 and a heart at-
tack is probably not that far away.”
Orford’s quirky and endearing 
personality is reflected in the nov-
el through its young, fantastical 
adventures and light-hearted foot-
notes. Orford’s book captures his 
sense of place in Missoula, some-
where he studies every day.  “How 
Ice Cream Saved Missoula” can be 
found at local bookstores.
sydney.gillette@umontana.edu
@sydneygillette
Missoula, fantasy and ice cream: A student novel
ed to play a central role in Selvig’s 
offense. Senior Carly Selvig will 
anchor the team at post with her 
unique brand of defense.
“What Carly gives us is a 
defensive stopper,” Selvig said. 
“She completely changes games 
on the defensive end, we don’t 
really have anyone like her.” 
Coach Selvig earned his 800th 
career win last season, joining 
an exclusive list of seven other 
coaches to do so, including bas-
ketball legends Pat Summit and 
Geno Auriemma.   
“When you are around some-
one with that much passion for 
the game, it makes you want to 
work hard for him,” said junior 
guard McCalle Feller. “It makes 
you want to do everything you 
can to be the best version of 
yourself,” 
Both the Griz and the Lady 
Griz will play in their annual in-
ter-squad game, the Maroon and 
Silver scrimmage, on Oct. 29. The 
men kick things off at 5:30 p.m., 
with the Lady Griz playing right 
after at 7 p.m.  
joshua.thomas@umontana.edu
@thejt
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility 
for advertisements which are placed in 
the Kiosk. We urge all readers to use 
their best judgement and investigate 
fully any offers of employment, invest-
ment or related topics before paying 
out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.80 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$2.00 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed in 
the Kiosk free of charge. They can be 3 
lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. 
Prepayment is required. Ads may be 
placed at DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-
5475, email: ads@montanakaimin.com 
or call 243-6541.
AD REPRESENTATIVES
Sierra Batey
Dani Howlett
Taylor Skansi
OFFICE ASSISTANT
Jesse Kipp
ONLINE PRODUCTION
Mackenzie Enich
PRODUCTION
Taylor Crews
OFFICE MANAGER
Ruth Johnsonmontanakaimin 
Office Staff
PERSONALS
Sex, alcohol, party with Curry 
Health Center. On the Oval 
October 13th 11-2.
SERVICES
PC and Apple Repair Free 
Diagnosis Blocks from Campus 
www.firstsolution.com 
(406) 540-1969
MISCELLANEOUS
SOROPTIMIST MISSOULA 
LIVE YOUR DREAM 
AWARD $2000-- Applicants 
must be women undergraduate 
students enrolled at UM or 
Missoula College. Must be 
primary financial support for 
her family & have US SSN or 
Tax ID#. Deadline November 
15, 2015.  Request 
application & requirements 
from liveyourdreammissoula@
gmail.com
TODAY IN HISTORY
 Today in 1991, Joseph Harris 
shot two former co-workers at the 
Ridgewood, NJ post office, where 
he was fired from about a year 
and a half earlier. After a four-
hour standoff with police he was 
arrested and it was discovered 
that he had killed his former 
supervisor with a three-foot 
samurai sword and shot her fiancé 
at their home the night before.  He 
has also shot a man, who he had 
invested money with, and tortured 
his family. This was one of 11 
murderous rampages in U.S. post 
offices in a 10-year period, giving 
life to the term “going postal”.
THE DIVESTMENT DEBATE:
Why won’t UM take its money
Griz, Lady Griz basketball face inexperience
Sitting at his first week-
ly press conference, new Griz 
men’s basketball head coach Tra-
vis DeCuire looked eager and 
ready to go.
DeCuire and his new team 
feel the same way about the 
season.
When he was hired in June, 
DeCuire knew what he was 
getting into. While the Griz are 
returning a few veteran players, 
DeCuire lost his biggest weapon 
in Kareem Jamar to graduation.
Not only that, but one of the 
best defensive players in the Big 
Sky, Keron Deshields, was also 
lost to transfer.
DeCuire and his staff know 
they have a lot of work to do.
“Now that we’ve all been able 
to spend some time together, 
we know what our weaknesses 
are,” DeCuire said. “Statistically, 
we know we have to improve in 
rebounding.”  
It doesn’t help that the Griz 
lost two of their top five re-
bounders, Jamar and Deshields, 
who averaged 5.1 and 2.7 re-
bounds, respectively. 
Montana will receive a boost 
in the post from redshirt junior 
Martin Breunig. Breunig trans-
ferred to Montana last year, 
where he had to sit out according 
to NCAA rules.
“The potential is definitely 
there for him to be an all-league 
player,” DeCuire said. “He’s 
skilled with the ball. He can pass 
it, shoot it, handle it. For him, 
he needs to grow in terms of 
confidence as a go-to player, and 
he needs to want to be that guy.”
To get Breunig those touch-
es, DeCuire has implemented 
a quicker offense. Veteran UM 
point guard Jordan Gregory is 
excited to see how DeCuire’s 
new system works out for the 
team.
 “We’ve been playing a lot 
faster, less dribbling the ball 
down the floor and waiting for 
things to set up. We run, we get 
into our sets. I can’t wait to see it 
SPACE JAM
in action,” Gregory said.
   
LADY GRIZ
The Lady Griz lost their 
share of seniors as well, having 
to part with Torry Hill and 
Jordan Sullivan after last season. 
Coupled with injuries to players 
like Carly Selvig, Haley Vining, 
Shanae Gilham and Maddie 
Keast, the Lady Griz face roster 
challenges early.
Selvig and Vining both went 
down with postseason ACL 
tears, but Selvig said they are 
both responding well to treat-
ment and are on schedule with 
recovery. Keast and Gilham are 
also both undergoing treatment 
at this time, with no specific 
timetable set for any player’s re-
turn.
Hill, last year’s starting point 
guard, will no longer be run-
ning the offense. Sullivan, the 
team’s energy source according 
to Selvig, will have to be re-
placed by players stepping into 
bigger roles.
Returning first-team All-Big 
Sky senior Kellie Cole is expect-
out of fossil fuel investments?
Joshua Thomas
For the Montana Kaimin
